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In forming this Association, its members were animated by the desire to establish a Society upon a basis broad enough to obtain the united support of the entire profession; and that its platform should be such as to secure to each and every dental practitioner, not only in the United States but the entire world, an opportunity for a liberal expression of views upon the various topics connected with the principles and practice of the profession.
By referring to the report of the proceedings, you will find that throughout the entire session the most perfect unanimity of feeling prevailed, and that the various subjects broached, elicited a free and spontaneous expression of opinion from those present.
The second meeting of the "Convention," will be held in the city of New York, Wednesday, August 6th, 1856 The durability of the work has surprised me; although the ordinary teeth were used with no attachments but such as were made by the pins and the angles of the teeth, yet I do not see, that they are more liable to loosen from the case than they are when made in the ordinary way of inserting them on gold plate, this is more than I at first expected of the work. The rubber has peculiar qualities. It has wonderful tenacity, when it is under the action of steam, it expands and seeks vent, forcing itself between the particles lying on the surface of the object with which it comes in contact. To show the strength of it I will name, that I took the incisor teeth of a case between my thumb and fingers and attempted to break them from their beds, (these were gum teeth,) but could not without breaking the plate in another place first. I am now using block teeth for this purpose, and I am satisfied that with the plan of making them which I have designed for this work, they will possess a degree of beauty and strength, which cannot be excelled. The work is performed in the following manner : A plate is fitted to the mouth in the ordinary way, and if it is desirable to avoid swaging, gutta percha may be used for the purpose of fitting. The The model is now to be moulded, the mould being made in sections, so as to fit together very accurately; the teeth are then removed from the model and placed in their respective sockets in the moulds, the rubber being placed in the mould in sufficient quantity to fill it when vulcanised.
The mould being securely enveloped, it is submitted to the process of vulcanising by confining it in a steam chamber for several hours; this done the work is ready to be removed from the mould and polished.
Teeth should be made expressly for this work. There is no difficulty in making single teeth or blocks, which shall be as strong as desirable. I have the block made with two or more excavations about one eighth of an inch deep on the lingual side, with projections, and in these excavations are pins sufficiently long to allow them to be bent into any desirable shape. The block is also made thicker on this side than for ordinary work, tapered to nearly an edge which is beveled, so that an arch is formed conforming in this particular to nature. In the ends of the blocks where they join together, large corresponding holes are made, into which the rubber flows, making connecting pins of great strength; the rubber also flows around the edges of the blocks, forming the rim on the labial and lingual sides and filling the notches even with the block, so that when the case is finished, there is a uniform surface of rubber and porcelain, differing in appearance only in color, in other respects the blocks do not differ from those which are ordinarily made.
There is a marked difference between the adaptation of metal and hard rubber for plates, and that very much in favor of the latter article. There seems to be more congeniality between the animal system and rubber than is found between it and the various metals used in dentistry. The slight elasticity which it possesses is very agreeable, so different from the rigidity of metallic plates, that it cannot fail to be popular. Adjustable Punch.?I have an instrument for punching the holes in the backings of teeth, which is adjusted by the pins of the tooth, for which we wish to punch. One punch is movable, and with the tooth it can be set in an instant, so that the holes punched will exactly correspond to the pins in the tooth, this is an instrument of which every dentist has felt the need. I showed it last November to Dr. Clark, of New Orleans, Drs. C. C. Allen, and John Allen and A. Jones, Esq., of New York, who all approved of it much, and some of them remarked that "it was one of the most complete things, for a small one, which they had seen for a great while." There have been unforeseen reasons why it has not been made known and prepared for the use of the profession. 
